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From t he EGQ@hat or

Like many Branch members my
0Chairo6 is actually
Bassets, where | try to find enough
space to sit, stroke and cuddle my
lovely hounds and perhaps, read a
newspaper, listen to some music,
chat to human friends or watch TV

at the same time a s getting my

Basset of i x6.

And | sit on this sofa and reflect upon 2016: well what a year. And NO 61 6 m

not talking about Europe or American politics. | am of course referring to the

50" Anniversary of the Midland Branch of the Basset Hound club. Alongsi de
other Committee members , | hope that all of you have enjoyed the year as much

as we have and | wish you and your hounds a happy, healthy and prosperous

2017.

Many thanks to all who have contributed to this publication, especially our

President Val Evan s who furnished me with so much information about her
beloved late husband Trevor , and Tina Watkins who has worked so tirelessly
for the Basset Hound Health Group and kindly allowed use of the advice

provided on that website.

With very good wishes to all of you

Terry Russell

Editor
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Chairmandos Report 2016/

A very happy New Year 2017 to all! |

hope you all had a joyful Christmas.

So, the 50" anniversary year for the
Midland Branch of the Basset Hound
Club (the mother club) has now passed

and we move into yet another year.

The Midland Branch of the Basset
Hound Club (the very first branch of the
mother club to be formed back in 1966)

is one of only two remaining Branches of
the Club and we still have 132 people as members. The only other surviving branch of the
mother club is London and Northern Home Counties, which, at the last report, has around
27 people as members. The other branches of the Club: South East, South West, East

Anglia and North West branches, have all closed.

We have members from as far afield as Stroud (south Gloucestershire), Shrewsbury
(Shropshire), Northampton and Towcester (Northamptonshire), Banbury (Oxfordshire) as
well as from Derbyshire, Herefordshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire,

Warwickshire, Worcestershire et al.

The main activities we hold are our walks which continue to be reasonably well attended.
They are held around the area as best as we are able to find them and have members to
lead them.

We are always looking for new walks so if you have somewhere that you think would be
suitable, talk to anyone on the Midland Branch committee and see if it can be used in the

future.

Similarly, finding venues for the Christmas lunch involves it being somewhat close to the
middle of our vast geographical area, in order to give the membership from east to west and
north to south a chance of attending. So, again, if you know somewhere, please talk to any
committee member.
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Unhappily, the venue for Fun Day 2017 has had to be cancelled as changes were made to
Norton Parish Hall which have only just been made known to us but which make it unsuitable

for our fun dog show. So, we will let you know if we are able to find an alternative venue.

Our walks, maps and directions are shown later in News Hound right up to January 2018.
Please put them into your planner/diary so that you will not miss them. Walks are always

shown on the Basset Hound Club website at

http://www.bassethoundclub.co.uk/branchnews.htm as well as the Branch Facebook page
(Midland Branch of the Basset Hound Club) and on Twitter (@BHC_MidsBranch).

2016 had its sadness: on 10" August we lost a great friend of the Midland Branch 7 Trevor
Evans 1 who leaves behind his loving widow, Branch President and former Branch
Secretary: Val Evans. | have fond memories of Trevor leading many of our still-favoured
walks many of which he found but there is much more to be said about Trevor later in this
issue. We send much love to Val in her loss. Please go to the walk at Blidworth Bottoms
on 12" February 2017 if you are able as this walk will be in memory of Trevor and Val intends

to be there.

Finally, 2016 was a successful 50" anniversary
year but our success is down to your continuing
support and to all the hard work which my
colleagues on the committee undertake. | owe
them a deep debt of gratitude for all that they
contribute. | particularly thank Gill (Honorary

Secretary), Marjory (Honorary Treasurer) and

my lovely wife Terry (News Hound Editor) i and

no she did not write that bit(!) i for their

&
5
S
=
=,

unstinting work for the Branch.

Very good wishes to all,

i o
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Honorary Secretaryds Report

It doesn't seem that long ago that we were planning what to do to celebrate 50 years as a branch of

the Basset Hound Club. That was in the summer of 2014 and here we are, at the end of 2016 with

just a few days left of our anniversary year. Our Facebook and Twitter pages continue to be well

used and if you've notyethadalook at t hem we &idland Branchfofothe Basseb n i
Hound Clubdon Facebookandi@dBHC _Mi dsbrancho on Twitter.

Membership stands at 80, which is equivalent to 132 people (includes 4 honorary memberships) and
Branch funds remain at a healthy figure.

Our regular monthly walks have continued to be well attended, having been at the following venues
throughout the year: Evesham Country Park, Worcestershire; Blidworth Bottoms, near Mansfield;
Thieves Wood, Nottinghamshire; Pepperwell Farm, Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire; Outwoods,
Charnwood Forest, Leicestershire; Sutton Park in the West Midlands and finally Cannock Chase in
Staffordshire.

Our usual beach walk at Ynyslas in West Wales unfortunately had to be cancelled so we rescheduled
the August walk to Thieves Wood. Thanks to our social media pages and email messages, we
managed to notify everyone of the change in venue.

Following the Cannock Chase walk on the 4™ December we had our final event of the year with 25
members and 5 dogs joining us for our branch Christmas meal at the Swan with Two Necks in
Longdon, Rugeley. The meal again was very good quality and value with exceptional service and
was enjoyed by everyone who attended.

In June 2016 we had our 50™ anniversary Fun Day at Norton Parish Hall, Littleworth, Worcester and
complementary cup cakes with our branch logo on were given to all who attended. Although a
disappointing turn out, those who did support us had a lovely day and we were lucky to have good
weather, even if it did start to rain just as we were packing up! Our ring-events judge for the day was
Di Melbourne who did a fabulous job of making all who entered feel extra special, whether they were
dogs or humans. Many thanks to Di, to Tina Watkins (Basset Hound Health Group), the PDSA and
to Foszies Canine Massage for making our Fun Day a success.

Remember, our first walk of 2017 is at Chasewater Country Park on the 8" January 2017 and our
AGM is at the Carpenter's Arms Community Hall on Sunday 26™ February 2017.

It would be lovely to see some of you at our AGM meeting
especially if you have any ideas or thoughts on what we could
do to improve your enjoyment of the branch walks and
events.

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your support over the :‘;/\
last year, either at walks, events or on our Social Media
websites and for joining in with our anniversary celebrations.
I hope that you and your Bassets have a happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year and | look forward to seeing you during
2017.

Kindest regards

Gill Henderson
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TREVOR EVANS
10" September 1931 7 10" August 2016

Trevoros family hailed from
to South Africa to work in the mines. As a boy he wentto |
school i n Kingswood Coll eg
Englisho part of Sout h Afr
settlers from Engl and. Tr e
school but had many talents that appeared to go unnoticed
and unused for some years. This was all to change in |
1951¢é

Trevor 6s wi dgmeetinghanin Decerobar|1951:
she had just finished her first year at teacher training §
college and was working in a chemist shop. She recalls a ;
lady coming into the shop followed by a man with very thin
legs, wearing long shorts and khaki socks and with two
Pekinese dogs wrapping themselves around his ankles.
The | ady was Trevorodos aunt and she and Val 6s mo
go to the local cinema (in the Town Hall) together.

They obeyed this instruction (in those days young people did) and although Trevor became

i mmedi ately Asmittend with Val the |l atter alrea
the boyfriend owned a AMatchl esso motorbike anct
was smitten with the motorbike.

Trevor was not to be deterred however and as Va
his persistence worked because by February 1952 Val decided the Matchless could be matched

by Trevor and gave up the motorcycle owning boyfriend. In 1954 Val and Trevor were married.

This event was like two halves of a whole coming together, because she recognised his
enormous abilities that complemented her own and their long and happy marriage was notable

for the successful division of duties and responsibilities. Val benefitted not only from his
remarkable skill with figures and ability to manage all their financial affairs but also, because of

his exceptional spatial awareness, an ability to pack a small car with huge efficiency!

They lived in a smart suburb of Johannesburg (Rivonia), had a son and a daughter and bought
five acres of land containing both a house and a cottage. On their land, they put in a pool, bought
horses and stables and always had dogs i as well as their bassets each child had a dog sleeping
on their bed each night and a stray three-legged Labrador / Ridgeback cross lived in the kitchen!
They never had a Pekineseé

They decided however to move to Grahamstown so
school. Val has a fond memory of Trevor driving the station wagon down to the sea so that their

son and his friends could surf. However, as we all know, lives in South Africa were influenced

by the shadow of apartheid. Trevor and his family were extremely accepting of people whatever

their race, colour, creed or sexuality. It is perhaps no surprise therefore that his daughter who

was a teacher became heavily invol vamdnti-aparthdid t he |
political movement). As such, she faced possible arrest every day. (She used to call her parents

before going to school each day to assure them she was still free). When she visited the United

Kingdom unsurprisingly she enjoyed the freedom and wanted to emigrate. Because Val had an

Irish passport as well as a South African one she helped their daughter achieve this ambition.

In 1993 Val, Trevor and Tolly their remaining basset hound joined their daughter in
Nottinghamshire.
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Whilst in South Africa Trevor had several careers. Initially he was a fitter and turner in steel in
hisf at her és firm. He t hen b e bisatalent wehnnunabers lasted
throughout his life and made the division of labour in the Evans household very easy. When his
f at her 6 ssold, hercapitalisadsupon his love of and talent with photography and became
a professional photographer i many members of the Midland Branch will remember his
wonderful photographs of club events.

And he was also a salesman i Trevor had the gift of forming easy relationships with people he
had never met 1 again a feature of his easy, warm welcoming manner with new members of the
branch or people attending walks or events.

As befits hard working energetic people when Val and Trevor came over to the UK they started
looking for work but were told they were too old and were taking work from younger people (they
were in their early 60s i how times have changed!) so had to go and apply for benefits. However,
neither of them was used to not working and so did lots of charity work for the blind and in other
charity shops.

Whilst in South Africa Val and Trevor bred, showed and judged bassets and their first boy, from
the famous Grims kennels regularly won Best of Breed at shows. Having been members in
South Africa they re-joined the Basset Hound club when they arrived in the UK and joined the
Midland Branch. On their first walk they met Tom Green (then Chairman) and his wife Pat and
subsequently other notables in the Basset world: Pam and David Mew, Shirley and John Sewell,
Rosemary and Norman Lockwood, Nigel Luxmoore-Ball and our very own Marjory Prest i then
a basset groupie! Tolly (South African Ch. Cordrew Tolstoy of Bialocoyl) was out of quarantine
and joined Trevor and Val at their first Midland Branch fun day in 1993. Unfortunately, Tolly died
soon after the move to the UK, following a back problem but was remembered for many years
as the Tolly Evans walking cup was presented to regular attendees at Branch walks.

Trevor joined the Committee of the Midland Branch alongside
Val who became secretary i a role she continued until 2006.
Although Val held office Trevor was also a big presence in the
Midland Branch. In this as in all aspects of their life together
he was an enormous support to Val: he drove her to meetings
(packing that car very efficiently), he was always on walks with

backstop, usually with a big camera around his neck and
always, always with a smile, a joke and a welcoming word for
all attending, especially new people and new dogs. He
organised parking at fun day, he fetched and carried, loved
and supported and was just the most enormous help in every
way . It was al ways AVal and

Trevor Evans had many admirable qualities but perhaps the one that stands out as one listens
to Val talk about their 62 years together was his tolerance and acceptance, his welcoming
approach whether that be to a new member of a dog club or to members of all creeds and races
in a divided South Africa throughout the difficult years of apartheid. He was an exceptionally
tolerant man living in a very intolerant society.

Trevor became ill in 2012 and was nursed diligently and lovingly by Val. He died at home in
Beeston, Nottingham on 10" August 2016 aged almost 85 years. As well as Val, he leaves
behind two children and two grandchildren.

A special walk to remember Trevor will be held at Blidworth Bottoms on 12t February 2017.
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HEALTH MATTERS

2016 has been an important year for the Basset Club Health Group. Following the tireless work of this group
the Basset Hound is to be removed from the category tlgrbgghprofile ¢ breeds list and transferred to the
OFrS3a2NE (62 { AsSBieedWNatchyses frofEyiaghsaty 2011 tezdellassification, which
F2ft264 I NBO2YYSYyRIGA2Yy FTNRY (GKS YSyySt /fdzoQa 5
champions no longer need a veterinary health check to confirm their wins and status. The reclassification has
been made posble by thedo NESRQa KSIf K 3ANRdzL) ¢2NJAy3 | f2y3ITaiR
K @S KIR GKSANI KFR GKSANI R23aQ SéSa GSadSRzZ LI NIA
the good of the breed.

The following advice on two conditis that are often asked about is provided on tiftcial site of the Basset

Hound Health Group. They are both familiar conditions and you may think you know all there is to know but

If even one of our hounds can be helped by owners understanding theesauxl treatment fo these
conditions it is worthrepeating the advice.

SoPLEASEeven if you feel you know all there isto kngiB I R 2 y X
GASTRIC BLOAT

Gastric bloat (or dilatation volvulus) and the commonly associated torsion (or twisting of thadtdis one

of life's true emergencies. It is still a condition that, when it occurs, fills vets andwdogyrs with dread and

if it issuspected you are recommended to move fast and get help as it is a condition that progresses rapidly.
Gastric bloat (odilatation volvulus) is a rapidly fatal condition arising from the abnormal accumulation of
gas within the stomach (dilatation) which may lead to rotation of the stomach (volvulus). The result is closure
of the oesophagus (the tube connecting mouth anchsaeh) and interference with the blood flow returning

to the heart. Make no mistake this is a Hfereatening problem and is rapid in onset and effect. In some
casesthe bloat is just a gasnlarged stomach but this often becomes complicated by the stomach rotating
and twisting closing off the two exits (to the oesophagus and the duodenum), thus trapping the gas in the
stomach. As gas continues to be produced the exljrag stomach places pressure on the abdomen closing
off the portal vein, which is the vessel that drains blood from the intestine, and the posterior vena cava, the
vessel that returns blood from the body to the heart. The result is dramatically reduoed Hbw to the

heart.

How to recognise it

Gastric dilatation and volvulus rapidly induces a complex series of physiological changes which are
responsible for the high mortality rate associated with this condition. It is not surprising that if the major
veins from the abdomen and body are failing to return blood to the heart that there will be afrasisure
preventing blood flowing to the organs in the abdomen. This includes the kidneys and liver, as well as the
bowel. The blood supply supplying the headd brain will continue but the heart will be under some
considerable stress due to the lack of blood returning and the inevitable pressure changes. The lack of proper
function in the kidneys and liver will not sustain life for long and the spleen whatbssly associated with

the stomach will be likely to be trapped and swollen teémally,the stomach wall being seriously deprived

of blood and oxygen will deteriorate and, in particular, the tissue making up the stemalthvill start to

die. Quite ofen during surgery the twisted stomach wall will be black and necrotic if it has been in torsion
for too long. Survival is greatly improved with early detection and aggressive management prior to
considering surgery, but mortality rates can still be high.
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Hence it is important to recognise the signs of bloat and these can described as follows:

9 retching, 9 abdominal distension
1 unproductive vomiting 9 fast laboured breathing
I excess salivation 9 circulatorycollapse.

What it could be confused with

What could bloat and torsion be confused with? Attempts to vomit could be gastritis, but with
dilatation/volvulus nothing is actually vomited. Even the excessive saliva and dribbling can be simply due to
abdominalpain, but combined with a rapidly distending stomach and fast laboured breathing the diagnosis
is more obvious. Bloat is very painfegpecially when torsion has occurred and as the circulation collapses
the dog will go into shock and become unconscidlkthis can literally happen within one hour thus the
urgency of the situation is clear.

What can be done?

The aims of successful case management are to at first treat the shock and stabilise the patient, secondly to
remove the gas from the stomach afishally to restore the stomach to its normal place and to fix it
permanently in that position. This all sounds fairly straightforward but it is not. The main problem rests with
releasing the accumulated gas, for too rapid reductions in the pressure iabth@men will allow blood to

flood back to the heart and the circulation, in attempting to compensate for this sudden change, will often
fail and the dog dies from cardiovascular shock. Furthermore, the intestine will be full of toxins from the
damaged bowkand stomach wall and so is the blood trapped in the vessels surrounding the bowel will tend
to convey this toxin towards the liver and heart. Release the pressure too rapidly and these poisons will flood
to the liver and overwhelm its abilities to absdte toxin and detoxify it. The resultant overflow passes into

the main blood stream and again shock and death is the risk. This is why successful treatment first requires
the use of intravenous fluids and steroids, to combat the shock, and only thewéallby a careful release

of the accumulated gas, to avoid rapid pressure changes and circulatory collapse. All this controlled return
to normal is carried out against a background of urgency and the two do not always go together cbimforta
especially ifthe animal isinconscious and close to death. Not surprisingly even with the greatest care it can
go horribly wrong.

Surgery, to restore the stomach to its rightful place, is actually the last thing to be done, quite a long time
after the initial treatmentand once the patient has been stabilised on fluids. The cause of bloat is not well
understood but it has been associated with the abnormal swallowing of air and an inability to regurgitate it.

The Basset Hound Health Group acknowledges the work of Pooféts/e Dean and thanks him for allowing
it to be used in their publications.

G{fALILISR 5A480%

Many of we mere humans have suffered from a variety of back problems in our time and some of us have

KIR  GaftALILISR RA&A06éd {2YS K26SOSNI K9S 06S8SSy dzy T2
way.
Si 1 2dzyi

7

RAaO¢éd LYYSRAFGSte F2ff26Ay3 (K
member of the Midland Branch of the Basset Hound club.

Reproduced below is the advice givenonthEafOA I  aA 0SS 2F (GKS .l aa
Fd A& a&! YOSNR&A ad2
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Slipped Disc

The spine is theame given to the collection of bones (vertebrae) inside which the spinal cord is contained.
The spinal cord is made of cables of nerves (like wires running in an electrical cable), linking the brain to the
local nerves that control the movement of limbsdaother functions (the peripheral nervous system). The
intervertebral disc is a spongy, doughnut shaped pad in the main joint between the vertebrae. The disc lies
just underneath the spinal cord in dogs and cats. Each disc has a liquid centre (hugmssigubnd a
tougher outer fibrous layer (annulus fibrosus). The discs form a bridge between two neighbouring vertebrae
and act as a cushion, giving strength and flexibility to the spine.

Why does a disc slip?

A slipped disc can happen because of trausugh as a raatraffic
accident or a fall fan a height leading to tearing of the annulu S Spinal Cord
fibrosus, or because of degeneration of the disc as a result of ' E

i

aging process. This causes progressive thickening of the top pe e “ﬁ__ /g::;:g:js
the annulus fibrosus which esses up on the spinal cord (dis "ansnuumus
protrusion). Disc degeneration can also result in the regions of Neﬁl Sy Florosus
spine which are particularly exposed to physical stress (lower ni ; \#—-Dlsc

mid back and lower back). Degeneration can also result in stiffer T—Venebra

of the disc asthe semi liquid centre becomes dry and loses
cushioning properties. If this happens the annulus fibrosus can 1
allowing the, now stiff, nucleus to bulge out and put pressure on 1
spinal cord (disc extrusion).

How to recognise it

Spinal pain is # most common sign of disc disease. If your pet has spinal pain he / she will adopt abnormal
posture low head carriage, rounding the back, be reluctant to move or exercise, cry when moving around. A
slipped disc can put pressure on the spinal cord, thisafges the nerves. If the disc slips suddenly there may
also be bleeding into the spine which puts even more pressure on the nerves. This can cause any or all of the
following signs:

loss of coordination
weakness

paralysis, lameness

faecal or urinary incaimence
loss of sensation in the legs

= =4 =4 =8 =9

How will my vet know what is wrong with my pet?

If your pet has any signs of back problems or lameness your vet will want to perform a full neurological
examination.

Diagnosis of a slipped disc is rarely possible using standagtsalone. A standardray can only show the
bones of the vertebrae and not the joints between them (the discs) or the spinal cord running inside them.
Sometimes changes can be seen on cotieeal xrays suggest disc degeneration without the animal
showing any signs. A definite diagnosis of a slipped disc can be made using either myelograghyaen

after the injection of dye around the spinal cord), CT (computed tomography scanmiifRlo(magnetic
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resonance imaging). These special tests help to confirm if there is a slipped disc, where it is and will also show
up other causes of spinal pain or paralysis if they are present.

Will my pet need an operation?

In most cases a slipped dishould be considered to be a surgical disease except where it is the first time the
animal has had back pain or the animal has had a medical condition that contraindicates general anaesthesia
or if the animal has minimal spinal cord compression andsitspected that spinal bruising is responsible for
most of the signs.

Non-surgical treatment consists of strict rest preferably in a cage for at least 4 weeks and treatment with
drugs that will reduce inflammation and pain. Your vet will want to see getregularly to ensure that they
are not getting worse without surgery.

Will my pet recover without surgery?

Although surgical treatment is often preferred, 4 out of 5 dogs that are weak or paralysed in their back legs
will make a good recovery withowsturgery provided that they have good sensation in the affected limbs.
However, these dogs may take a long time to recovefrom 6 to 12 weeks before they can walk.
Unfortunately, about onehird of the dogs that recover suffer a second episode of diszadis later in life

and a significant proportion of dogs in this category will be left with some permanent defect, such as
wobbliness.

It is important to remember if surgery is your only option it is more successful if carried out as soon as
possible.

Cagp rest

If cage rest is recommended for your dog, either before or after surgery the following may be useful:

1 The cage or kennel should be large enough for the dog to stand up and stretch out in. Provide a soft
mattress and blankets or towels to keep yalog warm and comfortable.

1 Do not allow jumping, running or any activity. Your dog should not be allowed on a couch or your bed,
and remember he/she should be lifted in and out of your car if going to visit the vet or on any other
journey.

1 Your dog will ned a snug, comfortable harness and a short lead and will need to be escorted to and
from his toilet spot. If there are stairs, he/she will need to be carried or have his abdomen supported
especially to help him while he/she relieves him/herself. (A tomeks well as a support sling).

1 Always provide fresh water, available around the clock. Some medications can make him/her hungrier
or thirstier than usual.

9 If he's had surgery, check his/her incision for any signs of redness, swelling or discharge. Keep his skin

dry and free of urine or faeces.

Do any passive rangg-motion exercises your vet has suggested.

Give your dog's medications as directed, and nske to keep all follow up appointments with your

vet.

1 Chew toys, squeaky toys and puzzle toys are wonderful ways to keep your dog from getting bored. To
keep his/her spirits up, make sure he/he is near family activities and not isolated

= =

Many thanks toTina WatkinsThe Basset Hound Health Group Coordinator for allowing us to use the above
I ROGAOS LINPGARSR 2y (KS DNPwgbedsetrBEMOALI f 6So0aAiridsSy
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AMBEROS STORY

After losing our black blanket Bebe, and our two elderly cats Megan and Stan within the

space of three months, Amber our four year old lemon and white Basset Hound became

even more important to us. She truly is the apple of our eye, our fur kid. When Daran
went to stay with friends, in a moment of weakness(!) Amber became my bed buddy.

Such a good bed companion, | loved cuddling up to her.

One morning, Amber came in to the bedroom crying

~ and not trying to get up on the bed. She clearly had

a problem with  one of her legs, as when | lifted her
onto the bed, her left leg seemed very weak. We
gave her a couple of days, thinking it was quite
minor. On a visit to the vet, they gave us anti
inflammatory drugs and advised strict rest. No bed,

no stairs. Easier said than done with possibly the
most headstrong of breeds!

We did our best and one week later, she was clearly
not making progress. More rest and pills prescribed. Next day, Daran turned up at work
telling me | needed to come home immediately. Amber wa s completely off her back
legs and evidently distressed. We took her straightaway to the vets where Jeremy said
he thought she had a problem with her spine, possibly a slipped disc. He immediately
called Dovecote Veterinary Hospital for an emergency refe rral. Amber was given an
anti -inflammatory injection and pain killers. We were so worried. The painkiller made
her foam at the mouth and tremble. It was awful to watch her evident suffering. After
a phone call to Jeremy, he said he thought she was having a reaction to the medication
but should get easier. | stayed with her in the living room all night with her crying and
whimpering, administering pain killers at 4am when she appeared to get worse.

It was a long and upsetting journey to the Dovecote Veteri nary Hospital in Castle
Donington next morning. Amber was clearly in a lot of pain and had to be stretchered

into the vets. She was trying to move but unable to move her back legs. Mark, the vet
diagnosed a possible slipped disc but wanted to do scans to be sure. Following the call
to confirm the diagnosis we gave the go ahead for the surgery. Mark said the odds

looked good as she still had some reaction in her left rear leg and should make a full
recovery. Hearts in mouths we waited and were overjoyed to hear she had come
through the operation well. But were devastated to learn we couldn't visit that night.

After a call at 8.20am next day, we were told that Amber was doing well but again were

told we couldn't visit her as it would upset her too much. W e missed her so much.

We were able to visit Friday afternoon. She was overjoyed to see us and was dragging

herself over to us to cuddle up. The nurses said she was making great progress and

was a lovely natured dog. She ate a tiny slice of beef but no mor e - obviously missing
us and pining. Our whole weekend was devoted to visiting her and trying to get her to

eat. On Sunday afternoon, when we walked her out into the yard with a sling, she
immediately went to the gate, desperate to get home. It was hard le aving her!
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After speaking to Mark on the Monday, he was happy for her to come home and

confident she would make a full recovery. We asked whether we needed to cancel our

holiday in Cornwall which was planned in four wee]|
the best place for recuperation and luckily the timing meant that by then we could start

walking her for 15 minutes twice a day.

We built a ramp so she could get into the garden. We bought a sling to lift and help

her to walk so she could go to the loo h erself. We lifted her on and off the sofa and

waited on her hand and foot. The vet advised either crating her or confining her to one

room. A90 worth of crate |later, she refused to g

She was still not eating. Our friends' greyhound was similarly injured and offal was the
key to getting her eating. As a strict vegetarian, cooking offal and hand feeding was not

my idea of heaven but Daran duly stepped up even though the smell of beef heart

cooking made him retch as well. What sacrifices we make for our precious pooches!
Amber was hand fed in her chosen spot for the next 2 weeks until she started to feel

able to stand and eat. We dutifully massaged and did physiotherapy on her leg three

times a day. Every day she gained strength and gradually becam e more like her old
self.

Four weeks after her operation we were in the car on the way to our holiday in Devon
and Cornwall. While staying at our barn conversion in Devon Amber started doing her
whirling dervish act, circling like a mad girl just like th e old days. It was hard to keep
her calm and quiet, but thankfully on hitting Cornwall the weather did us a favour
meaning we were confined to our holiday cottage. (Things you thought you would never

say!) It was a challenge to find a dog and disabled fri endly beach near Falmouth but a
short drive found us the perfect beach, Portholland. Again, Amber showed her mad
side, dashing around like a dog possessed; but she loved it. She tired easily but we

knew that her zest for life meant she was going to make a good recovery.

On Facebook | have noticed accounts of lots of Bassets having the same surgery as

Amber due to their long spines. Not all of them have recovered as magnificently as our

beautiful hound. | have tried to give advice where possible. But | guess we have been
very lucky.

Five and a half months later, she has a slight limp but this does not restrict her at all.

She is gaining in strength every day and is now able to jump up, something with which

she was struggling. Amber's personality and con fidence seem to be back to normal
now. In November, she is still showing improvements every day. We are looking
forward to Amber and Monte having a wonderful time with us on Loch Tay on our next
holiday.

What | have learned is it might be lovely to have your Basset share your bed but it is
not in their best interests. | know she injured herself by twisting when she jumped off

the bed. She now has a snuggle bed by my side and | can stroke her from where | lie.

We are both happy!

Adele Fanshawe
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EXERCISE

Branch walks are always made more exciting when a member turns up with a puppy. There
is probably nothing lovelier in the world than a baby basset. The owners are excited and
keen to socialize the new addition to their family. Most understand the inguaré of not
bringing the puppy out until he / she has finished the course of vaccinations but there then
may be a tendency to walk it for miles without thinking of the consequences. This may be
particularly problematic if the pup really enjoys walking avethts to keep up with its older
friends and relatives!

The following advice is taken from the official site of the Basset Hound Health Group.

Until their vaccinations are completed puppies are quite happy with pottering in their own
garden in addition to eing taken into the garden for toilet training. Once they have
completed their vaccinations a good rule is five minutes exercise for each month of their life.
Thus, a puppy just having finished its vaccinations at twelve weeks will only need fifteen
minutes of gentle exercise on alead. At four months, twenty minutes at five months twenty
five minutes and at six months thirty minutes. Although it doesn't sound much, it is enough
to introduce any Basset Hound puppy to its exercise regime.

BE AWARE:

EXERCESSHOULD BE BUILT GRADUALLY IN A YOUNG HOUND AS TOO MUCH TOO SO
WILL BE HARMFUL.

Basset puppies grow at an astonishing rate, however their bones are soft like those of a
human baby. They are especially at risk if left to jump on and off furniture, gmdmown

stairs or steps. Seventy per cent of a dogs body weight is supported by their front legs, so
great care is needed in Basset Hounds of all ages especially puppies. If allowed to roam, jump
up and down, on or off obstacles there will be definite daya caused to their still growing
bones and joints.

It should also be remembered not to walk the puppy too quickly on hard surfaces, consider
the impact of the puppy's bones and joints pounding on hard ground such as tarmac or
concrete. If you must walk yw puppy on this sort of ground surface please slow your pace
right down to accommodate it. It is much safer to exercise your puppy on grass, during this
important stage of their development grass forms a shock absorber for the puppy's soft
bones and joits.

So please bring your puppies to the Branch walks. Everyone adores them. Be content
however with pottering and socialising for just a brief time and protect their delicate bodies
in preparation for a long and healthy life ahead.
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Sunday 28 June 2016

FunDayResults

1 Basset Puppy Parade (3 to under 12 months)
Houndds NHandl er 6s Na m¢g From
1st | Nellie Lee Davis Halesowen
2" | Mac Mia Bishop Halesowen
3 | Matilda Susan Beal Coventry
2 Most Handsome Male Basset (3 months +)
Houndds NHandl er 6s Nam¢g From
1%t | Freddie Margaret Bibby Shaw Green
2" | Bertie Sarah Spiers Walsall
3 | Raleigh Sandra Allen Hereford
3 Prettiest Girl Basset (3 months +)
Houndds NHandl er 6s Na m¢g From
1%t | Hester Cheryl Matthews Shropshire
2" | Sydney Bridget Box Worcester
3 | Daphne Debra Phelan Wolverhampton
4 Best Veteran Basset (8 years +)
Hounddés NHandl er 6s Nam¢g From
1st | Murray Linda Nicholson West Cumbria
2 | Alfie Jean Brown Leicestershire
3 | Boris Sally Money Great Dunmow

5 Best Honorary Basset (all dogs except bassets)

Dogbés NamHandl er 6s Nameg From
1st | Carousel Alan Lees Telford
2" | Phoebe Mark Henderson Staffs
3 | Poppy Cheryl Matthews Shropshire
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6 Egg and Spoon Race (all breeds)
Dogbs NamHandl er 6s Name From
1st | Bertie Jade Lloyd Walsall
2" | Freddie Margaret Bibby Shaw Green
3 | Wilbur Holly Melia Liverpool
7 Best Basset Apple Bottom Couple (all breeds)
Dogbs NamHandl er 6s Name From
1t | Matilda Susan Beal Coventry
2" | Wilbur Holly Melia Liverpool
3 | Bertie Jade Lloyd Walsalll

50t Anniversary Basset
Hound of the Day

Hounddés N

Handl er s Name

From

Freddie

Margaret Bibby

Shaw Green

AND

Best Basset Apple Bottom Couple (just the Committee!)

Dogbés NamHandl erds Name From
1t | Monte Adele Fanshawe Lichfield
2" | Amber Helen Cutler Brownhills
34 | Milly Paul Russell Staffordshire
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USEFUL PRODUCTS

PROBABLY IN YOUR CUPBOARD RIGHT NOW!

BICARBONATE OF SQ&<%vo known adaking sodaor bicarb)

1 Dry shampoo (humans and houndspadd a fewdrops of essential oil to whole container to give
pleasant smell

1 Unclog drains:dr a natural, nontoxic way to clean clogged pipes, pour one cup of baking soda,
followed by one cup of white vinegar, down the drain. Let the products bubble and foamfltisén
the pipes with a pot of boiling water.

1 Removendourfrom a vasepour a solution of water and baking soda into the vase and let stand for
several hours. Wash clean and odors should be gone, if not simply repeat the process.

1 Freshen carpetsprinkle carpets with bicarbonate of soda and leave sit for a few hours then vacuum
up. Your carpets will smell noticeably fresher.

1 Freshen lunchboxes & badsour smelling lunchboxes and bags can be cleaned out by opening the
lunchbox and sprinkling a bey layer of bicarbonate of soda on both sides. Lay open overnight and
then wash in hot water with dish soap.

1 Remove fishy or onion smells: Add a teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda to the washing up water to
remowe fish or onion smells fromtensils and dises.

1 Refrigerator fresheneafter cleaning the refrigerator, keep it smelling fresh with an open box or an
open bowl/container filled with bicarbonate of soda.

1 Homemade air freshener sprayix 2 cups hot water with 1/8 cup bicarbonate of soda anddig
lemon juice, shake to dissolve and spray in the air as needed.

9 Easy ddt-yourself air freshenekeep a room fresh with bowls of baking soda and dried flower buds.

DRY BREAD

9 If someone has a small fishbone stuck in his / her throat give him / her a small piece of dry bread to
eat. NB: the person must still be able to breathe and speak!

f LT @2dz ySSR (2 LIAO| dzLJ a2YS oNR]1Sy 3Iflaa dzasS o
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WHITE VINGAR

Everyone knows white vinegar is a good glass and window cleaner but use it also
to:

1 Freshen up the fridgelean the shelves and walls with a solution of half water and half vinegar.

9 Brighten coffee cups and teacupsngly scrub stains with equalarts vinegar and salt (or baking
soda).

9 Eliminateodours swab plastic containers with a cloth dampened with vinegar.
1 Clean your bath and washbasin

9 Freshen up atoilet: pour a cup or more of diluted white distilled vinegar into the bowl. Let sit kevera
hours or overnight. Scrub well with a toilet brush and flush.

1 Remove waxfiyou get melted candle wax on your wood furniture or floors, gently wipe it away with

a cloth soaked in a solution of eduzarts white vinegar and watdtest on a inconspicuousorner
of the floor first)

9 Brighten your hairremove hair product buildup by rinsing a tablespoon of vinegar thrqugin hair
once a month.

1 Clean thedishwashemndcoffee percolatorreduce soap buildup and food residue by pouring a cup
of vinegar into your empty dishwasher or coffee pot once a month and lettimg it full cycle.

1 Restore showerhead pressuréyour showerhead gets clogged with mineral deposits, soak it for 15
minutes in a mixture of ¥ cup vinegar and 1 quart water.

1 Clean your scissorff: your scissor blades get sticky, wipe them down witHadhcdipped in fuH

AONBYIGK 6KAGS GAYSIIND ! yEALlS &2F LI FYR 6 (SN

A FEW MORE TIPS

1 Wrap a used paint brush in cling film, it stops the bristles from going stiff and carusede

1 LT @&2dzQNB zp2adddockdcatthing@adetabrics in the wash, separate theses vff in a
light cotton pilloncase so you can still put them all through the same laundry cycle.

1 Store scented soap with undieghey smell good and the soap hardens and lasts longer whben
use it!

AND FINALLYOne I have heard of many times but not tried: if your hound has rolled in fox poo rub

tomato ketchup over him/her.He/she will still need a wash but the smell will be easily remov@de
committee member believes that is whgchets of ketchup are provided in pubs!
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ARE YOU HAVING A LAUGH?

See i f there are any of the fol
How will Christmas dinner be different after Brexit?
No Brussels
What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?
Tinsillitis
What do snowmen wear on their heads?
Ice caps

Who invented fireworks?
Some bright spark
Why did the biscuit visit the doctor?
He felt crummy
Why did the golfer wear two pairs of pants?
In case he got a hole in one
How do you make an apple puff?
Chase it aund the garden
| bought my mum Mary Berryds cookbook for Chr
|l tried to get Paul Ho
Why is 6 afraid of 7?
Because 78 9
Why are ghosts such bad liars?

Because you can see right through them
What athlete is warmastwinter®
A long jumper!

What is an underground train full of Professors called?
A tube of smarties
Patient: Doctor, doctor. I've come out in spots like cherries on a cake.
Doctor: Ah, you must have analogy.
What i1 s David Camesoogrds favourite Christmas

All | want for Christmas is EU
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Midland Branch

of the
Basset Hound Club
Schedule of Events 2017 to 201 8
Date Event Time
New Walk at
Chasewater Country

th Park , 10.30 am meet  up for
8% January 2017 Pool Road, Burntwood, 11.00 am walk

Staffs (nearest Post Code
WS8 7NL)

12™ February 2017

Trevor Evans
Memorial Walk
through Blidworth
Bottoms
near Mansfield (nearest
Post Code NG21 ONW)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

26" February 2017

Annual General Meeting

at The
13a Boldmere Road,

Sutton Coldfield B73 5UY

Carpent

Starting at 2.30pm

19" March 2017

Walk on The Old Hills
Callow End, Malvern,
Worcestershire,
(nearest Post Code
WR2 4TE)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

ot April 2017

New Walk  on Cannock
Chase , Coppice Hill off
Chase Road, Brocton,
(nearest Post Code
ST17 0TL)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

14% May 2017

Walk through Outwoods
Near Woodhouse Eaves
Leicestershire (nearest

Post Code LE12 8TA)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

11™ June 2017

Walk through Sutton
Park , Streetly Gate,
Sutton Coldfield B74 3EW

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

23" July 2017

Walk at The
Valley/Evesham
Country Park
Worcestershire
(nearest Post Code
WR11 4TP)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

13" August 2017

Walk through Thieves
Wood , Sherwood Forest,
Nottinghamshire (nearest

Post Code NG17 5LF)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

Page 20 of 2 7




Date

Event

Time

19" & 20" August 2017

The Pet Show, Stoneleigh
Park (to be confirmed)

17™ September 2017

Walk at Chasewater
Country Park
Pool Road, Burntwood,
Staffs (nearest Post Code
WS8 7NL)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

15™ QOctober 2017

Walk through Outwoods
Near Woodhouse Eaves
Leicestershire (nearest

Post Code LE12 8TA)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

12" November 2017

Walk on The OIld Hills
Callow End, Malvern,
Worcester (nearest Post
Code WR2 4TE)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk

3" December 2017

Walk on Cannock Chase
near the White House
Ministry Centre,
Hednesford, Cannock
Staffordshire
(n earest Post Code
WS12 4PR)

10.15 am
meet up for
10.45 am walk

3" December 2017

Christmas Lunch at The
Swan with Two Necks, 40
Brook End, Longdon,
Staffordshire, WS15 4PN
If you would like to go
please contact Gill on
01543 305030, 07867
389124, or
bassetlady@sky.com

Following the above walk

14™ January 2018

Walk through Blidworth
Bottoms
near Mansfield (nearest
Post Code NG21 ONW)

10.30 am meet up for
11.00 am walk
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DIRECTIONS TO VENUES
Chasewater Country Park, Pool Lane, Burntwood, on the A5 between Cannock and
Brownhills WS8 7NL Note, there may be a charge for parking at this venue.
Chasewater 1 should be approached from, and is signposted from, the A5 eastbound. It is
7 miles from the-M6 J12; 7 miles from the A38 and 2.5 miles from the M6Toll JT6, the latter
two including a U turn at the A5/A452 junction island.

From the A5 eastbound, turn left into
Pool Lane, go for about 500m, over the
M6Toll, take the first left turn, go for
about 100m then, at the small island,
take the first exit and immediately turn
into the right-hand car park; go as far as
you can and park here.

v

Blidworth Bottoms/Woods, Blidworth Lane, Nottinghamshire nearest Post Code
NG21 ONW. Please note that there are no toilets at this location.

From J27 of the M1j take the A608 to the junction with the A611, turn left follow the A611
past a radio aerial tower on the left. Turn right at traffic lights into Blidworth Rd B6020,
continue over A60/past Little John pub on left, turn right into a narrow lane for approximately
1 mile, past the Fox & Hounds past the sat nav Post Code 2 which is here; car park f§ in
woods on the right.
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